Brawny cutaneous induration and granulomatous panniculitis in large cell non-Hodgkin's (T suppressor/cytotoxic cell) lymphoma.
A 56-year-old lady presented with striking peau d'orange-like, woody, diffuse infiltration of the skin of the upper, inner aspects of both arms and thighs. Initial biopsy specimens showed a granulomatous panniculitis with non-specific lymphohistiocytic infiltration. Clinical deterioration occurred with development of ascites and peripheral oedema; a single axillary node became palpable. Cytology of ascitic fluid, and histology and immunopathology of the axillary node, and of a further skin biopsy, now revealed diagnostic changes of a diffuse large cell lymphocytic lymphoma of T suppressor/cytotoxic type. Granulomatous panniculitis resulting in diffuse cutaneous infiltration may rarely be a presenting sign of malignant lymphoma.